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"Climb the mountains and get their good tidings.  
Nature's peace will flow into you as  

sunshine flows into trees.  
 

The winds will blow their own freshness into you,  
and the storms their energy,  

while cares will drop away from you  
like the leaves of Autumn."  

 
 

John Muir (1838 - 1914)  



 

 None of Nature's landscapes are ugly so long as they are 
wild.  

(John Muir, Our National Parks, 1901) 

 

In God's wildness lies the hope of the world – 

the great fresh unblighted, unredeemed  wilderness.  

The galling harness of civilization drops off, and wounds 
heal ere we are aware.  

(John of the Mountains, 1938) 
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Landscape....an area, as perceived by people, whose character is the 
result of the action and interaction of natural and/or human factors.  

European Landscape Convention (2000) 

 

The cultural landscape is fashioned from a natural landscape by a 
culture group.  Culture is the agent, the natural area the medium, the 
cultural landscape the result.                                                 (Sauer, 1926) 

 

Landscape can be seen as a meeting ground – between nature and 
people –  between the past and the present – and between tangible 
and intangible value.         

Phillips  (2005) 
 

 



The high moorland in the Peak  

District National Park is a highly  

valued landscape: 
 

  National Park 

  Site of Special Scientific Interest   (SSSI) 

  Special Area of Conservation (SAC)  

  Special Protected Area (SPA) 

  Cultural landscape 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bf/Stanage_Edge.jpg


 What are its `special qualities`? 
 

 What makes it special to different people? 

 

 



How do we make judgements about 
different management interventions? 

  What are the public benefits we wish to pay for? 

 

  How do we compare the impacts of different 
management interventions? 

 

 How do we involve all people with an interest in the 
uplands to engage in the debate? 

 

 



The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment  typology: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Defra  Research Project - www.ecosystemservices.org.uk 

 

 

Provisioning Services 

e.g. food, fresh water, 

fuel,  wood, genetic 

resources 

 

 

Regulating services 

e.g. climate regulation, 

disease regulation, flood 

regulation 

 

Cultural services 

e.g.. spiritual, 

recreation and 

tourism, aesthetic, 

inspirational, 

educational. 

 

 

Supporting services 

those needed for the provision of the other services, e.g. soil formation, 

nutrient cycling, primary production 

 

http://www.ecosystemservices.org.uk/


So what is our vision for the 
future of the uplands? 
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